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1. BACKGROUND AND AGITATION. 
The rirst railroad built in Virginia was chartered 
March 8, 1827. By the year 1860, there were 1,350 miles 
ot railroad in Virginia . 1 Among the first to be chartered 
was the Louisa Railroad from which the great Chesapeake 
and Ohio Railroad of today has its org1n. Thia paper is 
a history of this railroad during the years it was known 
as the Louisa Railroad. 
There had been much agitation, prior to 1836, for a 
railroad that would extend from somewhere in the neigh-
borhood of Taylorsville by Louisa Courthouse to the stage-
coach road leading rr.o~ Charlottesville to Fredericksburg. 
This would end on the ridge between the headwaters of the 
North and South Anna Rivera near Gordonsville in order 
that, later, it might be continued to Barboursville and 
Swift Run Gap. 2 Some talked of its continuance to Harrison-
burg and Jenning's Gap and a section might even extend to 
Orange Courthouse, Madison, and Culpeper, The main pur-
pose of this railroad was to accommodate trade, as the 
portion of the pomlace reached was quite inaccessible 
to water carriage. The first terminus would be placed at 
Gordonsville where travelers from Charlottesville might 
1. Riohard L. Morton, Hietorx .Q.! Virginia, Vol. III, 
p. 356. 
2. Report of B. M. Francisco, eect'y., Richmond Inquirer, 
Sept. 22, 1835. 
2. 
board the train.3 
At Louisa Courthouse, on September 14, 1835, a. meet-
ing of interested citizens was held to consider the build-
ing of such a road. Thomas Johnson was elected chairman 
and B. M. Francisco, secretary. Edmund Fontaine took the 
floor and declared that $59(1 had alre ady been raised to 
defray the expenses for surveys of possible routes for 
the proposed railroad. These surveys were to be finished 
prior to the convening of the legislature. A resolution 
was ma.de to request Moncure Robinson, -if engagements per-
m1 tted, to survey two routes, one on either side of Little 
River and rePort the advantages of each. 4 The fund spoken 
of above and other similar funds raised were deposited to 
the credit of Moncure Robinson in the Bank of Virginia, 
Richmond, Virgtnta.5 
II. OROANIZATIOH 
In the session of the legislature of 1835-36 the 
bill to incorporate the stockholders into a company called 
the Louisa Railroad Company .was introduced. Frederick 
Harris, later the first president of this rail .road, was· 
a member of the House or Delegates from Louisa, at that 
time. The Sena,te passed t.he bill with the prov1e1on that 
3. fil£!!mond Inquirer, Nov. 20, 1835• 
4. Report of B. M. Francisco, sect'y., Ibid._, Sept. 22, 1835. 
5. Richmond Inquirer, Oct. 6, 1835• 
3. 
the terminus might -be placed at Newark instead of Gordons-
ville. The House ot Delegates -~ on February 4, 1836, on the 
motion of Mr. Harris discussed the bill with the Senate 
amendment. Finally, Mr. Harris moved that they recede from 
their disagreement. However, the motion was decided ln · the . 
negative.6 
On February 18, 1836, the bill was passed and the 
Senate amendment was so changed as to be a compromise. 
The act provided first, for the opening of the stock sub-
scription books in Richmond under the direction of Richard 
Anderson, Captain Thomas Nelson and others; at Tay.lors-
ville ln Hanover, w. D. Winston, Edmund Fontaine, and 
others; at Jackson's Tavern in Louisa, David Richar dson, 
Frederick Harris and others; at Louisa Courthouse, Rich-
mond Terrill, B. M. Francisco, and others; and at Gordons-
ville, William F. Gordon, Colby Cowherd and others. They 
were to sec ure subscriptions to the amount of $300 , COO at 
$100 per share to form a .1oint capital stock for the pur-
pose of running the railroad fro m a certain point on the 
Richmond, Fredericksburg and Pot omac Railroad in the vi-
cinity of Taylorsville to a point in the County of Orange 
near the eastern base of the Southwest Mountains. They 
might extend 1t to the vicinity of Harris onburg later. 
6. Virginia Advocate, Feb. 10, 1836. 
4. 
The company was to provide everything required for con-
venient tra.nsporta.t1on. If the stockholders after a gen-
eral meeting,thought it injurious to run the railroad to 
the point determined, then they might end 1t at some point 
between Newark and Gordonsville.7 
If the commissioners should sell 3000 shares of stock 
within ten days, then it was their duty to reduce the num-
ber of shares subscribed proportional to the nu mber each 
subscriber took. The books were to remain open for ten 
days and after 1000 shares had been subscribed the Louisa 
Railr oad Company would be incorporated. The subscribers 
might pay as little as two dollars down per share for the 
stock and the residue was to be paid 1n in s talments. If 
they failed to meet their payments, the company could get 
.1udgement against them in the local courts. 8 
A st ockholders' meeting should be called, after in-
corporation, in which a ~aj ority was req~ired to be pres-
ent. At th1e meeting, the president and directors would 
~e selected who could be removed by the vote of the major-
. i ty . of the et,ockholders. In case of absence or the presi-
dent, the directors were to elect one of their own members 
to act as presid~nt -pro tempore.9 
7. Charter of~ Louisa Railroad Company and the Several 
Other Acts of~ General Assembly Relating to~ 
Same , pp. 1-:;. 
8. Ibid., P• 4. 
9. Ibid., .p. 5. 
5. 
The president and directors would have the rights 
required to construct, repair, and maintain the railroad; 
to place as mapy tracks as necessary and lateral lines 
not to exceed ten miles. They had to get a two-th1r4a 
vote of the stockholders 1n favor of the above before 
carrying out such. The first funds were to be used for 
the expenses of surveying the proposed routes. If fur~ 
ther funds were needed, they might require more from the 
stockholders until the full amount of their subscriptions 
had been paid in. The stock might be increased to $500, 
000, if it wae found necessary. The president and direc-
tors would ~ave the power to borrow money and issue cer-
tificates convertible into stock.lo 
The president, directors, their officers, agents, 
and servants would have the right to enter upon the lands 
and ten ·ements through wnich the tracks would run. They 
could not be laid nearer than a hundred feet from a dwe~l-
ing or burial ground without the consent of the owner. 
For the depots and other buildings not more than one and 
one-half acres were to be used. If the owner of -this pro-
perty would not agree to the terms offered by the company 
for the land and materials secure~ there from, a board 
of five disinterested citizens would be appointed to de-
10. Ibid. , P• 6-7 · 
6. 
cide the amount due the owner after a thorough investi-
gation of the evtdence on both sides. If this board could 
not agree, then a second board would be selected to de-
cide on the same 1seue. Meanwhile, no injunction could 
be '•aw&rded by any court or judge · to halt proceedings of 
the work unless it could be shown that the company was 
transgressing th~ authority given them. The president and 
directors were to be allowed to go on lands adjacent to 
the route and secure timber, stone, etc., for the build~ 
:tng of the road. Ir the owners were not satisfied with 
the sum paid for such, _a board of three would be chosen 
to decide on the fair com-pensation to be P,aid. 11 
If the company in entering a. person' a property will-
fuliy damaged it, they were to be required to pay t o the 
person injured double the amount assessed to the owner by 
the jury •12 
If the tracks should intersect a road, the y_ were to 
place them so as not to interfere with the travel on the 
road. In passing through a man's property, they would 
have to provide a crossing over t he track !or him. To 
lessen the number of crossings, they might change the 
road a little if such would be equally as good. 13 
11. Ibid., pp. · 7-12. 
12. Ibid., P• 12. 
13. Ib1d • , P• 13 • 
7. 
The president and directors were to purchase wLth 
the funds all machines, wagons, vehicles, carriages and 
teams which they might deem necessary for transportation. 
They could contract with some other company ·.,to do their 
transportation for them, if they so deeired. 14 
The new company would have the exclusive right or 
transportation and in return they were to make it safe 
and convenient. After pay~ent of tolls they should deli-
ver goods, eto. in pro-per condition at convenient places 
indicated by the owners. No undue .pref~rence was to be 
shown customers. The charges were to be eight cents per 
mile per person and ten cents per ton for freight. Should 
one ride less then ten miles there would be a charge of 
fifty cents extra -per person. The charge for mail would 
be agreed on later, and the rates for delivery, storage, 
and weighing of produce and commodities at the depots 
and warehouses would be the same as ordinary warehouse 
rates charged 1n the City of Richmond. 15 
Bridges should be built large enough to admit the 
passage of the county roads as well, and tolls charged 
for their use were sub.1ect to the regulation of the Board 
of Publtc Works.16 
14. Ibid •. 
15, Ibid.~ p. 14. 
16. tbld. 
l 
a. 
As soon as ten miles were completed the president 
and d i rectors were to declare annually. or semiannually 
such dividends as they considered proper from the net pro-
fits of the company.17 
At the annual meeting of the stockholders each mem-
ber would be all owed one vote for every two shares above 
two and not exceedin ~ ten shares, and one vote for every 
five shares above t en j held by him in the company. No per-
son or corporation might have more then sixty votes. At 
this meeting, the president would give a report of the 
financial conditions of the company. 18 
The actual construction of such~ railr oad wou ld have 
to begin within two years and be completed 1n ten years 
after the first etoc lcholdere meeting, otherwise the char-
ter would be f'orfeited.19 
Certificates were to be written , signed by the presi-
dent and treasurer, and issued to each of the . stockholders. 
The number of shares held by him would be shown on these 
certificates. They were to ~e transferable.20 
If any person willfully destroyed the property or the 
company, they would be punished according to the laws in 
17. Ibid. 
18. Ibid., PP• 15-16. 
19. Ibid. 
20. Ibid. 
9. 
force at that time for the protection of public works or 
property of the Commonwealth. 21 
Should the tolls and rates enable the president af-
ter the payment of necessary e~pensee to pay out as divi-
dends an amount more then fifteen per cent · of their capi-
tal stock, then the rates and tolls should be reduced .by 
the pre s ident and directors. 22 
On May 9, 1836, the stock subscr1pt1on books were 
opened at the places mentioned above for ten days. The 
Merchant's Coffee House was the .place where the Commie~ 
sloners were located in Richmond. At the close of the 
tenth day, reports were sent to Conway Robin~on, one of 
the Commissioners · of Richmond, showing the total number 
or shares sold.23 
The stock ·s~ld rapidly and soon after the books were 
opened, the Comm1ss1onero gave notice that a thousand 
shares or stock had been sold. A meeting of the stockhol-
ders was called to meet at Louisa Courthouse, the second 
Monday in June. The Commissioners were requested to bring 
their books with them and open them just prior to the 
meeting. 24 
On June 13, 1836, the meeting was held. Dr. J.M. 
21. Ibid. 
-22. Ibid. 
-23 • Richmond Inquirer, May 
24. Ibid. , May 24, l836. 
10, 1836. 
10. 
Morris was called to the chair and Charles Thompson ap-
pointed secretary. The two possible routes, that the rail-
road might take, were discussed. The one lying between 
the North Anna River and the Little River had already been 
surveyed. The other :· lay between the South Anna River and 
the Little River. It was resolved to have the latter route 
surveyed and the engineers make a report as to the advan-
tages of each route. In the event that the president and 
directors could · not agree u~an1mous .ly as to the best route. 
a general stockholders meeting would be called to decide 
the question. The report was made . that $149,000 had been 
subsoribed and $10,000 more had been subscribed that morn-
ing. The people on both sides or · Little River were working 
hard to secure a large number of subscriptions, so as to 
influence them to run the railroad in their territory, it 
was said. Since the cost of construction ~f the railroad 
from Taylorsville to Newark would be nearly $400,000, it 
was deemed desirable that the subscri ptions of 1nd1v1duals 
reach three-fifths of that sum. Rerilark-s we.re made as to 
the fine feeling that prevailed toward the railroad and 
that the people were determined to run it up as far as 
Newark. The continuance of this to Gordonsville it was 
felt would depend uoon the people in Albemarle, Madison, 
Culpeper, and Rockingham Counties. The points which would 
be taken 1n consideration in choosing the route were dis-
11. 
cussed and a.re as follows: distance, cost of construction, 
probable trade and travel and releases of land on each 
route. The president, after he was chosen, was directed 
to ascertain how far releases might be obtained so at a 
future meeting they might know to what extend preference 
should be given to either route on that point. There was 
already talk that . the state ·:,might subscribe to part of 
the stock. The following officers were chosen: Captain 
Frederick Harris, president with a salary of $1500 per 
year; Messrs. Jarnes M. Morris, Peter Scales, Tho'.llas John-
. 
son, c. y. Kimbrough or Louisa and Charles Thompson Jr. 
of Hanover as directors. The president was requested to 
keep the stockholders informed as to the progress or the 
road. 25 
III LIFE OF FREDERICK HARRIS 
Frederick Harris was appointed president because ·he 
had shown great interest 1n the work and had appeared to 
be a very active, zealous, and good manager or his own 
affairs. 26 He was a member of the Quaker Harris family 
of Louisa. His father Frederick Harris Sr., son of William 
Jr., lived 1n Louisa County on the upper branch of Little 
River. He married Eliza, daughter of Richmond and Nancy 
25. "compiler," Richmond Inquire_!, June 24, 1836-
25. ill9.· 
12 . 
Overt~n Terrill. From this union Frederick Jr. was born 
January 14, 1700. 27 Very early 1n life, he began to write 
poetry. One of his poems is menti oned in a letter · of J°. 
Shelton Watson, dated February 11, 1798, to his brother 
Davy, who was a student a t William and Mary College e.t 
the time. The poem was called ~1ng 1n which the author 
gave a description of the seasons. Watson commented on the 
importance of certaln words therein and his description 
of certain impulses of man, as for example: (from lines 
271-308) 
Of envy ... Base, envy w1 there at another .1oy 
And hates that excellence 1 t cannot ·reach 
Of fear - Desponding fear, of feeble f ancies full •••• 
Hence, around the head 
Of wandering swain, the wh1te- ' w1nged plover -wheels 
Her sounding flight, and then directly on 
In long excursion skims the level lawn, to tempt 
him from the nest. 
The wild-duck, hence, · 
On the rough moss, and o'er the trackless waste 
The heath-hen flutters, pious frau~ 8 to lead The hot pursuing spaniel far away. · 
He was a lieutenant in the War of 1812 and had repre-
sented L,uisa in the ·leg1elature. To Catherine Nelson 
Smith of Spotsylvania County, he wae ~arried December 28, 
1805. From this union, there resulted eight children, five 
girls and three boys. Two of hie daughters married into 
the Pendleton family thereby uniting two prominent fam1-
27. Malcohm H. Harris,~ History:~! I.Du1ea CountI, Va., 
PP• 347-351. 
28. Virginia Historical Magazine, Vol. XXIX, PP• 136-37. 
13. 
lies of the county. Charlotte Rebecca married Jamee K. 
Pendleton, at one ti.me member of the leg1a1ature. Nathan-
iel was depot agent for many years at Fredericks Hall.~9 
General David B. Harris, an0ther son, graduated from 
West Point and became Chier of Engineers on Beauregard's 
sta.fr.3° 
Fredericks Hall, from which the village nearby gets 
its name, was the home of Frederick Harris, which he built 
probably 1n the utwenties." The house still · stands today, 
a large brick structure with high portico and pillars of 
brick reminding one of the past. ·A 11 ttle distance away 
is the site of old Brookville which was the name .of the 
village before it was changed to Fredericks Hal1.3 1 
In a letter to the Louisa justices of peace, on March 
30, 1814, Gov. James Barbour appointed Frederick Harris 
to receive funds for the purpose of establishing schools 
for the education of the poor in the county a.qcording to 
certain acts passed by the legislature. This fund was 
called a Literary Fund which-was to be provided for partly 
from unclaimed wills, letters of adminstration granted to 
creditors, and other surpluses that remained unaccounted 
for. The court was instructed to make inquiries and get in 
29. Harris, Q.E.:. £1:!:..:., p. 351. 
30. Ibid., p. 130. 
31. Ibid. 
14. 
touch with persons with balances. These person would be 
required to hand over such to Frederick Harrie.3 2 
To him much credit is due for the success of the 
railroad. He fought for tt s extension time and time again. 
In 1841, he resigned because of ill health.33 He. kept 
interested in the enterprize until the .time of his death 
which occurred April 9, 1842. 34 His wife passed away. 
December 26, 1848.3 4 They, with a·~number 'iof their chil-
dren, are buried halfway between their old home and the 
station in a cemetery containing the Harris and Pendleton 
families, enclosed by a wall of half brick and half stone. 
On April 11, 1842, the court of Louisa resolved to 
bear testimony of hie usefulness as a citizen and that 
such be published 1n the Richmond Inquirer.35 
His will is interesting in that he said, "It 1s my 
will and desire that no part of my family put on the out-
ward vailments of mourning in consequience of my death~K36 
He desired. hi s est a te held t oget her until 1845, his store 
continued under t he management of his son, Nathaniel, and, 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36-
~tter found by the writer at Louisa Courthouse, 
June 1936. 
Ji P. Nelson's, History of the 2...:. and o. Ra·11way 
Company. 
Dates taken from tombstones by the writer, February 1937. 
Report of John Hunter, Clerk of County Court, Richmond 
Inquirer, May 13, 1842. 
Virginia Historical Magazine, Vol. XXXVI, p. 254. 
15. 
finally, he willed some land in Goochland ·county to the 
sa me son. Other portions of land in Goochland, he gave to 
Frederick, Sarah, his wife, and David. His personal pro·-
perty, including a portrait of David Bullock and himself, 
was given to Frederick. To his five daughters he willed 
lots in Richmond and Henrico County. The executors of the 
will were his two sons-in-law, William J. Pendleton, James 
K. Pendleton, and two of his sona.37 
IV ORGANIZATION (co ntinued} 
So great was the interest in the r a ilroad that very 
quickly the stock was subscribed by the citizens. The pres-
ident and directors talked of the extension of the rail-
road into the Valley of Virginia at the first meeting of 
that body, on June 14, 1836, at Louisa. Courthouse. They 
resolved ·to o pen stock subscription books to re ceive funds 
for its extension to Gordonsville.38 Th~y invited the citi-
zens of Orange qounty to come and meet with them.39 
On June 27, 1836, at a second directors' · m~eting at 
Tayl orsville, which was called for six o 'cloclt in the 
morning. 40 John H. Hopkins was appointed chief engineer. 
Hopkins had formerly been with the R. F. and P. Railway 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
Ibid., PP• 254-56• 
Report of Nathantel Thompson, sect'y., 
guirer, June 24, 1836. · 
Richmond Ing~1rer, August 5, 1836. 
Report of N. flioriipson, sect'y., Ibid., 
~-hmond In-
June 21, 1836. 
16. 
Co., and had, accord1ng to report, discharged faithfully 
his duties ther~.The directors felt themselves very for-
tunate in obtaining his services. Assistant engineer San-
ford was ordered to organize a corps · of engineers and to 
begin preliminary surveys preparatory to the location of 
the road. They aimed to have twenty-five miles for letting 
by November.41 To realize this - they: desired to contract 
for graduation, masonry, timber and superstr~cture ror 
the building of the first division of the road~ 42 It was 
determined to do this for only twenty miles at _ first. 
Such contracts were received a.t · Taylorsville ~ntil Novem-
ber 22. 43 The last date was extended to December 5th, 
since some of the party of engineers who were engaged ·,, in :·: 
the location were sick. 44 For some unknown reason, Jamee 
Hunter took the place of Sanford, about this time. 45 
There were early calls for . funds from the . stockhol-
ders who had subscribed prior to October 15th, they being 
required to pay three dollars -per share. Those who sub-
scribed after that date were required to pay five dol-
lars.46 A little later, the presiaent and directors de-
ma~ded twenty dollars per share.47 
41. Ibid. , June 28, 1836. 
42. Report of J. H. Hopkins, C. E., Ibtd., Oct. 18, 1836. 
43. Ibid., Nov. 27, 1836. 
44. Ibid., Nov. 25, 1836. 
45. T6Ia., Oct. 18, 1836. 
46. Report of N. Thompson, sect'y., Ibid., Sept. 27, 1836. 
47. Ibid.~ Nov. 25, 1836-
17. 
The president and directors hired a number of negro 
men tor very liberal wages tor the constructton. The com-
pany needed especially a large number of sawyers ~.48 
The question of redeiving help from the state arose. 
A meeting of stockholders was called for Louisa Court-
house on the second Monday in February to consider the 
matter of applying to the le gislature to .authorize the 
Board of Public Works to subscribe to the stock of the 
company. 4 9 However, before tije meeting, a bill was intro-
duced into the legislature for that p,1rpose. The company 
would secure from the Internal Improvements Fund a sum 
equal to t~o-thirds of the a~ount of the capital subscribed 
by the stockholders througti this bill. The Orange Repre-
sentative had offered an amendment-to the ·blll. ,Thia would 
change several of the provisions of the charter. Two or 
these changes were that the company s hould make no lateral 
lines for two years and that the company should make use 
of all possible means 1n order to continue the road to 
Gordonsville. The meeting was held, as planned, to assent 
to this a~endment. Many of the stockholders were against 
such, for they felt that lateral lines were more import-
ant than the extension to Gordonsville. Others felt that 
48. Ibid., Oct. 11, 1836• 
49. Ibid., Jan• 12, 1837 • 
L 
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it should be extended only tJ Newark. The "Wilderness", 
one of the stockholders brought .out; is on a high ridge 
and produce would have little trouble in coming down to 
Newark . A remark was .made that the inhabitants above Gor-
donsville were not subscribing to the stock very well, 
which showed a la.ck or interest in the enterprize on their 
part. President Harrie was. very much in favor of the bill 
and spoke in its behalf at Louisa Courthouse. The same 
stockholder said of thts, 11! humbly conceive if our presi-
dent had stayed at home last thirtieth day of cold weather 
it would have been better tor his health, . •• Hie zeal is 
too great for his judgement. 0 50 In closing, he warned 
the stockholders not to sell their stock for less than 
par.51 
Another stockholder advised the others not to vote 
for James K. Pendleton tJ represent them in the legis~ 
lature because he favored the bill. He believed such ex-
tension would only reduce dividends and if the people of 
Orange County desired the extension, let them provide for 
it out of their own pockets. The bill before the legislature 
provided that the state should subscribe to .a portion or 
the stock of the company.52 
The bill was brought before the sen a te where several 
50. "A Stockholder," Ibid., Jan. 26 ,1837. 
51, Ib1d. 
52. TrA Stockholder," l~, Feb. 18, 1837• 
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amendments were added. If the company accepted the sub-
scription, it would be their duty to carry the malls over 
their road. S~ould the rates to be charged not be agreed 
upon, a commission of three would be appointed to decide 
on reasonable rates. They would be handed to the govennor 
for his approval, and if approved, they had to be abided 
by. The section of the act which exempted the profits and 
property f'rom taxation was to .be repealed. On February 20, 
1837, on the motion of Mr. Woolfolk, the bill was taken 
up with the amendments in the house. The bill was passed 
February 25, 1837.53 
The act authorized the Board of Public Works to sub-
scribe to two-thirds of the stock on behalf of the state, 
which money should be taken out of the Fund for Internal 
Improvement. Should this prove insufficient, they could 
borrow on the credit of the state ·at a rate of interest 
not exceeding six per cent per year. This money, which 
could not exceed $120,000, was to be paid into the trea-
sury. Certificates would be issued on the sum. The prin-
ciple sum was not-to be redeemable for twenty years. If 
the dividends more than paid the interest, the remainder 
would be applied to the purchase of the certificates. The 
company was to uee ail the funds raised for two years, 
53. Richmond Inquirer, Feb. 22, 1837. 
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beginning January 15,1837, for the construction of the 
road. If the company accepted the subacri~t1on, the legis-
lature would provide for the transportation of the mijlla. 
The amendment regarding taxation, spcken of above, was 
included.54 
At a meeting of the president and directors, March 
14, 1837, it was resolved to have a general meeting or 
the stockholders in April to take up the matter of accep-
ting the above act.55 
At this meeting called by the directors, Charles s. 
Jones was appointed chairman and Nathaniel Thompson, secre-
tary. It was decided to charge, with lntere .s t from May· 15, 
1837, those stockholders who had not fully paid for their 
stock.56 It is assumed that they accepted the provisions 
of the act of February 25, 1837• 
An act of the legislature, passed on March 30, 1837, 
provided that the R. F. and P. Railroad Company, after 
securing the consent of the majority of its stockholders 
should subscribe for $60,000 worth of shares in the Louisa 
Railroad Company. A second aat of the same day empowered 
the latter company to contract with any of the other incor-
porated railroad companies in Virginia, in order to carry 
54. Charter of the Louisa Railroad Comvany, po. 16-9 • . 
55. Report ofNathaniel Thompson, sect y., Richmond Inquirer, 
March 16, 1837• 
56. Ibid., May 2, 1837• 
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on their transportation for them.57 
On June 12, 1837, the annual stockholders meeting 
took ulace at Louisa Courthouse and t he same presiding 
officers wer e chosen as were selected at the l ast meet-
ing. In the report of the president and directors which 
was re ad, t he secretary and treasurer received $100 for 
his service s . John H. Hopk~ns and his assistant recetved 
$3,2 00. After t he report was finished, Presi dent Harris 
o ffered gr a tui touely to act as treasurer of the company. 
Repcrts were heard regarding the surveys of the two p~ss1-
ble routes. The nort hern r oute was reg arded by the survey-
ors as the most favorable one for the following reasons: 
lt was the shortest by six miles, less expensive by $46, 
950, had greater upkeep and economic advantages, and the 
nature of the ground at the intersection with then. F. 
and P. Railroad Company was better, which would prove more 
favorable for bu i lding and would admit curvature t oward 
R1ch~ond. The stockh olders voted unanimously in fsvor,of 
the northern route. The road had been put under contract, 
1t wae revealed, for a distance of twenty-t wo and a half 
miles at the cost of $8,500. Thia was to be completed by 
the end of the year in order that it might transport pass-
engers and freight in connection with a dally line of stages 
to and from Charlottesvllle. As a result of the currency 
57. Charter 2.f the Louisa Railroad Compani, p. 20. 
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derangement and depression, the stockholders decided to be 
a little lenient in their demands on those who had not 
fully paid up the amounts due on their stock subscriptions. 
Two water stations, at the cost of #1000 each, were ordered 
to be construct~d along the road about ten and a half to 
twelve miles apart from each other. It was brought up that 
the people of Hanover County had been much more content 
with damages given by the railroad to those persons through 
whose property the tracks were laid than the people in 
Louisa County. After having agreed to make a contract with 
the R. F. and P. Railroad Company for carrying out the 
transportation, the stocltholders }:leardr a report of the ex-
pendi turea and recetpta of the company. ?n hearing recom-
mendat1Jna by Edmund Fontaine regarding the reduction of 
adrninstrs .ti ve cost, the following salaries were decided 
upon: president, $1000; secretary, $300; chief engineer, 
#2000; and directors, $2-30 per diem. Captain Frederick 
Harris' contract respecting the construction of a house 
of a.oco:nmodation at Harris' (Fredericks Hal:l ·) was recom-
mended. 58 
It was resolved to send a memoria ·l to the leg1s1aiure 
to require the R. F. and P. Railroad Company to increase 
their capital in order that they might subscribe to the 
stock of the Louisa Railroad Co:!lpany "for effecting trans-
58. Renort of N. Tho'!lneon, sect'.y., Richmond Inquirer, 
Aug. 8, 1837• 
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povtation" on the road of the latter. An act passed by 
the legislature was desired requiring t~e Board of Public 
Works to pay requisit~ons upon the stock held by the state 
and to proceed according to the legislative act of Marcp 
11, 1837 authorizing the president and directors to recover 
their requistions from dell ~quent stockholders. The follow-
tng by-laws were included: o:-.meet1ng of the stoclc:holders 
might be 9alled 1 f stocl{holdera hold~ng not less than two 
hundred shares in the aggregate should applp for such; · 
neither the pres:tdent ·' .nor the directors could . have any 
interest directly or indirectly 1n the company _after 1837; 
and no contract was to be made unless twenty days advance • 
notice had been given. Charles y. Kimbrough made the motion . 
that the president and directors be requested to have an 
engineer make a rePort on the advantages and disadvantages 
of steam locomotion on t~e railroad.59 
Due purely to motives of economy, J. H. Hopkins was 
discharged and Ja~es Hunter was chosen to fill P-his place. 
The former's report was read stating t hat ~uch of the iron 
f~r the tracks had been contracted for. Howevor, the depots 
and ~ixtures, spikes, and splicing plates had not been 
contracted for, as yet. Furthermore, the order for two 
locomotives fro~ the Newcastle Manufacturing Company had 
been withdrawn. In oonclusion, he said that the character 
59. Ibid. 
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of the land had proved very good and so far no sharp curves 
or steep grad 1.ngs had been necessary. Frederic le Harris - was 
reelected president, and Charles Thompson of Hanover, Dr. 
James VI. Pend,leton of Louisa and Nathaniel Mills of L:>uisa 
were selected as directors. The meeting was adjounned.60 
The treasurer was required, as a result of a direc-
tors' meeting . of July 10, 1837, to take necessary steps 
after the month of August to recover by warrant all re-
quisitions due from delinquent stockholders before June 
last, together with instalments due August 1, 1837. 61 
The directors resolved August 14, 1837, to increase 
the stock of the co'!lpany to #500 ,000 so boolce were opened 
on September 1, 1837 for one monthr.9 2 . 
In November, terms .. -were decided on for carrying on 
transportation on the Louisa Railroad. The L0u1sa 
Ratlroad Company was to keep the road in order at its own 
expense for which it would receive half of the receipts 
from the transportation of the mails and the freight and 
two-thirds from the transportation of passengers. The ft. 
F. and P. Railroad Company for providing the cars and doing 
the actual transp orting would receive one-half from the 
freight and ~ails and one-third from the passengers. As 
. ' 
a result the Louisa Railroad Company was to be relieved 
60. Ibid. 
61. Ihld., August 4, 1837. 
62. Ibid., Sept. 1, 1837. 
25. 
or the heavy expense of providing workshops and enginea. 63 
After ~:much discussion the act of February 15, 1838 
resulted, providing that the R- F~ and P. Railroad Company 
provide transportation on the road according to such terms 
as had been agreed on or would be agreed on by the preel ~ 
dents and directors of both companies. The R. F. and P. 
Raflroad_Compa.ny could augment, from time to time; the cap1.-
tal of the company by amounts not exceeding $60,000. However, 
it was unlawful for the president or directors to apply 
or divert any part of this fund to the construction, repair, 
or improvement or their road or any branch thereof if the 
company should cease to . effect transportation on the Louisa 
Railroad in the future. 64 
The people, on the whole, were very anxious to have 
the railroad completed as soon as possible. They helped to 
secure the timber needed and many homes were kept busy pre-
paring food for the laborers. Some were against the the 
building of it altogether, and refused to allow any of their 
timber to be used. One felt hts neighbors' mules were good 
enough for hauling his produce to market.65 
63. Richmond Inquirer, Nov. 17, 1837• 
64. Charter ~r the Louisa Railroad Company, P• 21. 
65. Harris, op. cit., p. 146. 
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V THE OPENING 
The rai l road was completed to Fredericks Hall, Decem-
ber 20, 1837, and t he event there was marked by a great 
celebration which has not been equalled since. It was 
said that Christmas came five days early that year. 66 On 
a bea.utiful Wednesday it occurred with people joyous and 
wine flowing. The care left Richmond at nine o'clock in 
the momiing, three arriving at . Fredericks Hall with a band 
playing and the American Colors flying. 67 Many notables 
we re aboard. Lieutenant-Governor Mac Fa.'rland, Thomas Riehle 
and others were the chief speakers of the day. 68 Man_y of 
the crowd kept saying, "Who could have expected to see _ 
th1s1 116.9 Captain Harris entertained a number of the guests 
at dinner at his home. Among the interesting toasts rendere4 
at ~.:the :·.dtnner were these: 
Frederick Harris - Chartered Rights: Upon 
t h~ir sanctity depends the further improve-
ment of Virginia by private capital. 
Li~utenani•Governor - Railroad Companies: The 
Practical Union Party, who binds the nation 
with bands of iron. 
H. L. Honki ns - The State o f Virgin i a:: If 
t here be.here a stranger ignorant of her heart, 
we will point hi 11 to the County of Louisa. 
66. Ibid. 
67. Ricfimond Inquirer, Dec. 22, 1837-
68. Harris,- £E.!. ill.!_, P• 146. 
69. Rich m~nd Inquirer, Dec-22, 1837• 
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J. A. Coward.in - Fredericks Hall: The very hall 
of hosp1tal1ty.70 
Afterwards the cars returned to Richmond reaching 
there about five-thirty 1n the afternoon after stopping 
at the various wood and water stations along the way.7 1 
The cars used were either of the four or eight wheel 
ty pe a nd were ~ade of wood. In winter, a stove placed in 
the center, heated each individual car and according · to 
one writer, made it ~ust as comfortable as if one was in 
h i s own parlor by his fire place. There was an apaartment 
for the ladies in each car.7 2 
went at a speed of fifteen to 
R. F. and P. Railroad Company 
The engine was small and 
twenty miles an hour.73•The 
braet'd that they had carried 
:;,t 
forty thousand passengers and 
received.74 
not a single injury had been 
As to the charges and the schedule, the following is 
taken from one of the newspapers of that day: 
70. 
71. 
·12. 
73. 
74. 
75. 
From Fredericks Hall depot to 
Beaverdam ••••••.• 00.75. 
do ••••• do Junct1Qn. 1.75. 
do ••.•• do Richmond. 2.75. 
do •• do Fredericksburg 3.75 
A daily train leaves for Fredericka 
Hall at 12:30 p. m. 
Fredericks Hall for Richmond .and 
Fredericheburg at 4:00 a. m. ·,, 
Ibid. 
n;ra. 
11:ITa •., Jan. 16,1838-
Ibid., Dec. 27, 1837. 
"Il5'Ia., Jan. 16, 1838-Io!a. , Dec. 27, 1837. 
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April 3, 1838, an act or the legislature authorized 
the Board of Public Works to pay the residue of the stock 
subscription of the Commonwealth of Virginia which now 
remained unpaid to the company according to the terms of 
the act of February 25, 1837. 76 
Almost as soon aa the railroad was completed aa far 
as Fredericka Hall, the company began to plan for its 
extension to Louisa Courthouse. The route was decided on 
and t h e rails quickly laid. By April 20, 1838, specificat-
ions for the depot and water station were to be had at 
Fredericl{S Hall. 77 
VI THE WUISA OPENING 
Thts extension to Louisa was completed by December 
l, 1838. 78 January 8, 1839 ,- a dinner was g1 ven 1n honor 
of its opening at the Louisa Hotel under _ the direction of 
Garland Taylor. An extra train was put on for the occasion 
by John H. Hopkins. W. M. Ambler p~eeided and Dr. B. M. 
Francisco assisted him. Many toasts were given of which 
two are listed below: 
The eighth of January: The day on which inter-
nal strength so far overcame external force, 
as to protect the fair and _ wealthy from the 
76. Charter of th~ Louisa Railroad Comuany, p. 22. 
77. Report of J. Hunter, C. E., Richmond Inquirer, 
March 27, 1838. · 
78. Nelson, .~cit., p. 124. 
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hands of ruffians, and left the free to the 
en .1oyment. 
Railr~ads and Canals: The arteries which convey 
the life blood · of the body palitic.7 9 
The train now left Richmond daily at six o'clock in 
the m0rning and arrived at Louisa Courthouse in the after-
noon.SO Passengers enroute to the Springs, whose route 
lay through Louisa, would take the stagecoach frol'Il here. 81 
VII THE FI:IBT DIVIDENDS DECLARED 
At a directore' meeting held at Fredericks Hall, 
December 22, 1838, a two and a half per cent dividend was 
declared. Purchasers of new stock were to be required to 
pay lnto the Farmers' Bank Of Virginia, to the credit of 
the co!llpany in q·uarterly pa.y:nents a sum amounting to 0:seven-
ty-flve dollars on each share eubscribed~ 82 
The presid~nt called a meeting for July 20, 1838 of 
the stockholders to consider extension of the railroad 
to Gordonsville.83 
VIII THE GORDONSVILLE XTENSION 
Early a controversy arose as to whether the road 
79. Richmond Inquirer, Jan. 15, 1839. 
80. Ibid. ,Jan. 31, fS39. . 
81. Harris, ou. cit., p. 147. 
82. Report ofN. Thompson, sect!y., Richmond Inquirer, 
Jan. 8, 1839• 
83. Richmond Inquirer, June 19, 1838. 
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should be run from Louisa to · Gordonsville or the route be 
' . 
changed so as to run straight to Charlottesville. Some 
who favored the latter assembled at the Albemarle County 
Courthouse, on July 2, 1838, for the purpose of consider-
ing the extension. Col. John R. Jones was called to the 
chair. They resolved to prevail upon the citizens to buy 
stock in the Dou1sa Company and to encourage the legislature 
to ~ass an act ~uthoriz1ng the extension of the railroad 
directly to Charlottesville. A· Rives, J. w. Saunders, w. H. 
Meriweather, Mann Page, James H. Ter~-111, John R. Jones 
and others were selected to atte ·na the meeting at Louisa 
Courthouse, on July 20, . ln order _to gain the consent of 
the company for such plana.84 , 
Some of the stocltholders were aga1net any further 
extension, -for they pointed out that two hundred shares 
would need be sold and that the stock subscription books 
already had been ope~ed sometime for the extension from 
Louisa with not a single dollar obtained as yet. Further-
more, one pointed out th a t the legislature had passed an 
act authorizing the state to subscribe to part of the stock 
should private 1nd1v1duals subscribe. However, this had not 
encouraged subaor1ptiona. Hls reason for this \7aB that 
such would cost more than it was worth. The stock had al-
ready fallen to thirty or forty cents on the d~llar, he 
84 .. Re-port of Thomas Ward, sect' y. , Ibid.:.,, July 10, 1838. 
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pointed out.85 
At t he meetlng _of July 20, the stockholders learned 
it would coat #8 ,000 per nile for the extension, necess-
i tat1ng the securing or two hundred shares of stock in 
addition to the amount already obtained. The other two 
hundred shares would be taken by the contractors them-
selves. 86 A la.rge crowd was 1n--:,attendance and good will 
prevailed. Governor Barbour and Judge Barbour both sp~ke 
1n favor of the Gordonsville route. The Governor was the 
first speaker. Edmund Fontaine, Captain Harris, and Dr. 
Shepherd of Hanover spoke during the session as well. The 
final decision was in favor of the Gordonsville route. 87 
IX SCHEDULE CHANGE AND CAPT, HARRIS' REPORT 
In July, a change was made in the schedule whereby 
the trains left for Fredericks Hall at five o'clock in 
the morning, in turn ·leaving there at one o 'cloclc in the 
afternoon, enabling pa s sengers leaving Charlottesville 
in the morning to get to Richmond the same day, an hour 
earlier than by any other line. 88 In 18~9, the schedule 
was again changed so that the train left Richmond for 
Louisa Courthouse at a qµarter to six in the morning, 
leaving the Courthouse for Richmond at a quarter after 
85. "A Stockholder," Ibid,, July 10, 1838. 
86. Richmond Inquirer, June 26, 1838. 
87. Ibld.-;-iug. 3, 1838. 
88. Ibid., July 13, 1838. 
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twelve ln the day. 89 
There was ~n urgent call for funds, in 1839, to make 
the Gordonsville extension possible, stockholders being 
urged to pay up punctually all the requisitions due before 
February 2, 1839. 91 
To the speaker of the House of Delegates, Captain 
Harris sent a report, on March .11, 1839, showing the sal-
aries and the stock of the company which was as follows: 
Frederick Harr.is, president, annual salary 
N. Thompson, clerk and treas., annual salary 
Charles o. Sandford, engineer, annual salary 
James M. Morris, Davld Anderson Jr., Charles 
Thompson, J. w. Pendleton, and N. Mills, 
directors, · . · · per diem 
Hill Jones, agent of repair, annual ~alary 
Claiborne Jones, sub. JJ.gent of repair, · 
· · ·. . · annual salary 
The last two named are employed by the R. F. 
and p. Ratlroad Company, who have undertaken 
$1000 
500 
1000 
2.50 
150 
650 
to transport for·us. The repair is by the trans-
portation company, at the cost of the Louisa 
Railroad Company . and thus salaries of the last 
two are annually paid by the latter. 
Capi ta.l stock or Louisa Railroad .Co. 
State proportion· 
#415,000 . 
18* 1000 Owned by 1ndlv1duals $22 ,000 9l 
X ADVANCES \fADE DURI;>1G 1839-40 
The legislature, by the act of March 27, 1839, author-
ized the extension of the ra i lroad to Charlottesville. 
The books would be opened for receiving the subscriptions 
89. Ibid., Mar.· 7, 1839-
9:). Rep:,rt of N. Thompson, treas. Ibid., Feb. 19, 1839. 
91. Richmond Inquirer, Mar. 16, 1839. 
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to the amount of $300,000 should the company accept the 
act. If they failed to begin construction within four 
years, a new company would be chartered . to carry on the 
extension. The extension would accomplish two ends: in-
crease the profits of the Commonwealth and the stockhol~ 
ders and be a convenience to the Counties of Albemarle, 
Green, Orange, Madison, Rockingham, Culpeper., part of 
Louisa and Spotsylvania. The Board of Public Works was 
authorized to subscribe to the stock tn ·the usual ".llanner, 
if the coml')B.ny dee ided in favor of the extension. 92 The 
legislature, as one c·an see, was very anxious to increase 
the amount of railroad milea~e in the state. 
The annual stockholders' meeting was held at Louisa 
Courthouse, June 17, 1839, with Charles Y. K11lbrough, chair-
man, and N. Thompson, secretary. The annual directors' r-e-
port was read which stated that in pursuance of a resolution, 
adopted at the extra meeting of July : 20, a contra~t had 
been entered tnto by the directors with Jamee Hunter and 
Elisha Mnton for the extension t-::> Gordonsville. The stock 
would have to be increased by #115,000 which would make 
the total subscription t415,ooo. It was hoped that forty-
nine miles of the road would be co~pleted by January 1, 
1840. By adding thirty-seven per cent to the cost of the 
92. Charter of the Louisa Railroad Compan~, p. 23, 
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company and by making a.n extension of fourteen miles ' they 
would penetrate lnto a fertile region of the valley _:; , it •,. 
eatd. The R. F. and P. Railroad Company was now effecting 
transportation on the road. However, the directors felt 
the annual compensation for the transportation of the mails 
at the rate of J75 ,vas too low. A report of the gross re-
ceipts for the first four months of the present year showed 
an increase of two hundred per cent over last year. It was 
anticipated that probably a five or s1x per cent dividend 
would be declared by October 31. The reason there was only 
a two per cent divtdend declared on July 15, 1838, was 
because a large portion of the return~ was needed to defray 
the annual expenses of the road. The report concluded by 
saying that Charles o. Sanford had been appointed t 0 take 
the place of Jamee Hunt er for t he latter had contracted to 
build the railroad from Louisa to Gordonsville which madec 
1t illegal for him to remain 1n his p~sit~on.93 
The contract made with James Hunter and Elisha Milton, 
.dated July 27, 1838 stated that no curve of the extension 
should have a s~aller radius than 1910 feet, the super-
structure should be made of good timber and the ea~e si~e 
lron was to be used as formerly. At some point between 
Louisa C-:,urthouse and Newark double tracks \Vere to be laid 
35. 
and a dep ot, water station and woodhouee would be con-
structed there similar to those at Fredericks Hall. At 
Gordonsville, a double track would be placed. The total 
amount all:>wed for the buildings would be $5000. 94 
The report of the R. F. and P. Railroad Company, 
which was referred to a committee for study, showed that 
the gross rec e ipts, for the past sixteen months; were 
$14,540. 95 
A co ~mittee , made up of James Mitchie, c. s. Jones, 
F. W. Jones and J. Todd Quarleo, reported in regard to 
reducing the expenses of the company. They were of the 
opinion that the overseer's s a lary should be reduced from 
$650 to half t ha t au~, that th e directors should be charged 
for riding on the train and that the president's salary 
should be reduced. Another point brought out was that the 
amount of work done on the line from Louisa to Gordons-
ville was not in proportion to the pay rendered the con-
tractors. The result of the report was that a committee 
was charged wit~ the duty to affect some reductions 1n 
the general expenses. It was decided to reduce the presi-
dent 'e salary to $500 per year. 96 
Just before adjournment, it was resolved to place 
a turnout near Taler's Tavern in order to CJnven1ence Mr. 
Mayberry, w~o had put u n a pig iron plant there.97 
94. Ibid. 
95. nmr. 
96. Ibid. 
36. 
The papers reported, November 1839, an accident which 
occurred sorne two miles above Louisa Courthouse. It ha.d 
resulted from an explosion in the freight cars of gunpew-
der which was being transported to a man in Newark. A 
train hand was killed, the fireman and engine driv er stun-
ned. ~he merchandise was scattered into the adjoining fields. 
After this event the president threatened to prosecute any-
one who delivered to the~ for transport such explosive 
gooda. 98 
At a director's meeting, held December 9, 1839, a 
three per cent dividend was declared. On February 4, 1840, 
tt was decided to sell to the highest bidder the delin• 
quent stock of the company, at t~e Merchant's Coffee House. 99 
The sale was to be held at twelve-thirty o'clock and twenty 
shares of stock were to be sold for curr~nt notes. 100 Just 
one year later, a four and a half per cent dividend was 
to be · declared.101 
A letter by one of the customers will give us a little 
idea of some of the benefits that were being derived from 
the railroad in 1840. The freight charged on wheat, trans-
ported from Trev1111ane to Richmond by rail, wae eighteen 
cents per ton which was twelve cents cheaper than by wagon. 
This amount saved could be invested in shares of stock 
97. Ibid. 
98. filcti~ond Inquirer, Nov. 19, 1839. 
99. Reportof N. Thompson, sect'y., Ibid., Jan. 9, 1840. 
100. Report of J. H. Lynch, Ibid., Dec. 25, 1839. 
101. Report of N. Thompson, s"ect'y., Ibid., Dec. 22, 1840. 
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which offered a three per cent dividend. He was of the 
opinion that the farmers instead of the cap1tal1sta should 
own the etock. 102 
At the fifth annual stockholders' meeting, in June 
of 1840, Edmund Fontaine waa made chairman and N. Thomp-
eon, secretary. It was reported that the road was opened 
to Trev1111ans 1n August of 1839 and to Gordonsville, 
Aort 1 10, 1840. As a result . of the current business stag-
nation, the freight was not very heavy. A turnout had been 
constructed near ~arberry's furnace as well as ·an engine 
house, turntable, and platform at Gordonsville. 10 3 
The report showing the receipts and _ disbursements 
i~dicated the gross income of the company, for the six 
months pr1 -:,r to May 1, 1840, amounted to $9,682.59 and 
the expenditures to $2,429.73. 104 
There was discuselon as to whether their contract 
with the R. F. and P. Railroad Company, which would expire 
in July of 1843 should be renewed. Many felt that they 
should do their own transportation. It was decided that 
div1dende would not be declared until the stockholders 
had ~Xpreesed cthemselvee on th1e po1nt.105 
A rep:,rt of the atanding committee stated that the 
records had been neatly kept, fares had been increased, 
102. "A Buckskin," Ibid~, Feb. 22, 1840. 
103. -Proceedin~ of the ,Eifth Annual Reiprt of the Stock-
holders, p. 3. 
104. Ibid. 
105° !'6Tc!7, P• 5. 
38. 
smaller dividends were 1n store duet~ the general busi-
ness conditions, and that expenses were too h1gh. 106 
A~ investigation was planned to discover by whose 
authority some men had wor.ked on the road between L:>utsa 
and Trev1llians about nine months before the contract was 
let to Hunter and Melton. The stockholders wanted to know 
why the contractors terminated the railroad a half mile 
on this side of Gordonsville instead of extending 1t into 
the town proper.107 
The Secretary-treasurer's salary was fixed at ~250 
per year.108 
Charles Y. Kimbrough was chosen president, Frederick 
Harrie having resigned, on April 13, 1841 due to poor 
health. Charles Thompson, Nathaniel Mille and Dr. J. R. 
Pendleton were named directora. 109 
Just before the meeting was brought to a close, c. R. 
Mason, Superintendent of Transportation, was ordered to 
reduce the number of laborers emnloyed in keeping the 
road in repair. 110 
c. R. Mason had been connected with the railroad, 
from the beginning, and helped to measure the first mile. 
For ~any years afterwards he had in h1e possession a ruler, 
106. Ibid., P• 7. 
107. Ibid., p. 9. 
108. _!bid. 
109. I-b1d., p. 6. 
110. 16Td7, P• 9. 
with which he measu~d the first mile of the road. 111 
Though uneducated, he was gifted in handling figures and 
estimates. In the great campaign of 1862, he was Jackson's 
right hand rnan.11 2 
XI C. Y. KIMBROUGH 
Charles y. Kimbrough, the new president, lived at 
Loui sa Courthouse. He was a member of the House of Dele-
gates, representing his home county, from 1824-29- In 1833 
when only one delegate was chosen to represent each county, 
he was named to represent Louisa. 113 He had be en long 
prominent in county affairs and had been connected with the 
railroad from the first. His grandson was the late Judge 
F. w. Simms, who for many years was prominent in the affairs 
of the county and state. 114 He entered office immediately 
after being appointed president, in which capacity he 
served until n1s death on October 13, 1845, which occurred 
suddenly at his home.115 
There was much talk in regard ·to extending the rail-
road to Barboursville, about seven miles west of Gordons-
ville. Before the end of th~ year 1842, the stockholders 
had authorized the receiving of the stock aubsor1pt1ons 
for the construction in that direct1on. 116 
111. Reli~lous Herald~ Feb. 13, 1873-
112. Nels n, op, cit., P• 69. 
113. Harrie, opi cit., p. 4.41. 
114. Ibid!., p. ·40:-
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XII THE STOCKHOLDERS' MEETING OF 1842 
At the annual stockholders' meeting of 1842, William 
Williamson was appointed chairman and N. Thompson, secre-
tary. The president, 1n reading his re port, compared the 
gross income of the company of the · six months period ending 
April 1842, which was $22,838 . 99, with the period of slx 
months ending October 1841, which was $12,840 .24. This 
showed to the stockholders just how well their company 
was progressing. Other points which he laid before them 
were as follows: 1) the legislature in its last session 
had voted in favor of extending the railroad further west; 
2) the stockholders, as a whole, seemed to desire a reduct-
ion 1n transp ortation rates; 3) they thought it advisable 
to renew their contract with the R. F· and P. Railroad 
Company; 4) finally, that judge~ents had been gotten against 
deliquent stockholders. 117 
Several resoluti -::,ns were made, which were as follows: 
1) the president and directors would be required to arrange 
for transportation if the contract with the R. F. and P. 
Railroad Company was noi renewed; 2) S~per1ntendent c. R. 
Mason was to make a report of the list of tools furnished 
and their condition; 3) finally, the president was requ&sted 
to find out the amount laid out for transportation by the 
117. Proceedings of the Seventh Annual Meeting of Stock-
holders, PP• 4-5• 
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R. F. and P. Railroad Company. 118 
The president was reelected and Cha~lea s. Jones, 
Nathaniel Mills and ~illiam Williamson were chosen as 
directors for the coming year.119 
XIV THE RETRENCHMENT PROGRAM 
As a result of the general economic conditions of the 
nation the returns were not as great as had been antici-
pated. A retrenchment program was begun and at a direc- · 
tors' meeting, August 4, 1843, it was resolved that Supt. 
C.R. Mason should receive a salary of $650 per year and 
the overseers $200 per year. Before ad ,1ournment, they de-
cided that there should be a reduction 1n the number of 
white carpenters employed. 120 
YN THB TRANSPORTATION CONTRACT RENEWAL 
The agreement between the R. F- and P. Railroad Com-
pany and the Louisa Railroad Co~Dany regarding transpor-
tation was not made until April 23, 1844. They could not 
co me to ter~e and finally they called in the Board of Pub-
lic Works to arbitr ate the matter. According to the agree-
118. Ibid. 
119. Ibid., p. 6. 
120. Ibid., p. 15. 
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ment, the R. F. aand P. Railroad Company agreed to provide 
cars, engines, coaches, offlcers,agents, hands for the train, 
depots,water stations, shops, oil and wood in return for 
which it would receive one half of the gross proflts plus 
$15,000. The Louisa Rairroad Company was required to lend 
it 320,ooo~ror which it would receive interest. An addit-
ional tra'-n would be placed - thereon if 1 t was felt neces-
sary by the companies. Thie agree me_nt was to last for three 
and half years. If an accident occurred due to a fault in 
the structure of the railroad, then the Louisa Railroad 
Co'npany would be held for damages, The rates were to be J 
decided upon between the two compan i es. The contra.ct ·aigned 
by the presidents of both companies, M. Robinson being the 
president of the R. F. a.nd P. Company at that time. 121 
Xv I EVENTS OF 1844 
On June 17, 1844, the annual meeting of the stock-
holders was held at Louisa Courthouse. Clayton G. Coleman 
. was their chairman and A. W. Talley, secretary. The pre sl-
dent' s report showed that the gross receipts for trans-
portation, for the period ending Apr11 30, 1844, were #40, 
424.08, wh1le for the corresponding period in 1843, they 
were only $31,529.22. This indicated to the stock ho lders 
that business was again on the upgrade after a season of 
121. Ibid~, PP• 17-8. 
general business stagnation. The net income of the past 
three and half years had been $31,886-96. The report con-
cluded . by saying that the transportatlon contract hnd been 
renewed to laet until July 1, 1845. 122 
A resolution was made requiring a written report 
from Elisha Melton and R. F. Omoqundro of investigation 
regarding repairs of the road during the period in which 
they had been in contract with the R. F. and P. Railroad 
Company. After t he above resolution, the president was 
reelected and Edmund Fontaine, David Anderson, and Charles 
~- Jones were chosen as directora. 123 
The following report was submitted along with other 
interesting ones at the above meeting: 
(Li st of officers and their compensations). 
Chas. Y. Kimbrough , pres. 
A. w. Talley, sect'y.-treas. 
Claiborne Mason, supt. 
William A. Netherland, overseer 
B. F. Tyler, overseer 
rer annum 
#450. 
125. 
650. 
200. 
200. 124 
Charles y. Kimbrough died on October 13, 1845, as 
has been said. The directors elected Edmund Font a ine to 
take his place, November 10, 1845. Charles Thompson was 
122. Proce~<!!~~ ~ the Nin~~ Annu!! Meeting of the ~toe~:. 
holdrs, pp. 3-5• 
123- Ibid., pp. 6-7. 
124. Ibid., o. 13. 
-- . 
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chosen to take Fontaine's place on the board of directors. 
The following year the new president's salary was increased 
to $1000 •125 
XVII EDMUND FONTAINE 
Edmund Fontaine, who lived at Beaverdam, Virginia, 
had been connected with the railroad foom the beginning. 
In 1835, h~ had represented Louisa in the legislature. 126 
His term of office lasted until November 1865, when ifill1am 
C. \71clcham was appointed in his place. The following year 
Fontaine was reappointed and remained_ president of the 
company until 1868. 127 His death occur~ed in 1869. 128 
XIX ANNUAL STOCKHOLDERS' MEETING OF 1846 
The eleventh annual meeting or · the stockholders was 
held in June 1846, with the same officers presiding that 
presided at the last. An agent was ohos .en to investigate 
the advisability of extending the railroad to Harrisonburg. 
There was much discussion of the bill before the legislature 
to deviate the westward route of the railroad. A report waa 
read ahowi~g that the cost of trans:portation did not exceed 
$17,500 annually. It was p~inted - out that since 1843 they 
125. Nelson, .QR!. .£1.k, p. 78. 
126. Harris, ou. cit., p. 444. 
127. Nelson, ~ cit., p. 78. 
128. Ibid., p. 208. 
had paid the R •. F. and P. Railroad Company $22,901.40 
annually for such. The directors indicated they favored 
doing their own transportation. A report was given on the 
tariff charged at each station and the variations noted 
in each. Thia led to a resolution to have further reduct-
ions effected, which would apply to all stations and not 
just to a few of t~e upper stations. They resolved to renew 
the contract with the R. F. end P. Company. Just before ad-
journment, the same officers were reelectea. 129 
At a meeting of t he diFectors, June 16, 1846, a three 
and a half per cent dividend was declared which was to be 
payable July 18. 130 
XX THE STOCKHOLDERS' ?ETITION 
After the annual meeting, many of the stockholders 
expressed their opinion that the railroad should do its 
own transportation. Finally, a petition was sent to the 
directors, which reque s ted them to call a special stock-
holders' meeting to consider resctnding the resoluJtion 
permitting the renewal of a contract with the R. F. and 
P. Company. Thia request was ·rejected. Those stockholders 
then wrote letters to the other stockholders to get them 
129. Proc~ed1ngs or the Eleventh ~nual Stockholders' 
Meeting, p. 5-11. 
130. Rep:,rt or A. w. Talley, sect'y., Richmond Inquirer, 
July 10, 1846. 
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to demand such a meeting. The above petition was signed 
by John Poindexter, R. M. Kent, n. s. Winston, John R. 
Quarles, Johns. and A. F. Bulter, R. T. Gooch, Elisha 
Melton ., , John and Robert Ellis, p. Hockett, William Craw- · 
ford, John Hunter, William Ragland, Robert N. Trice, N. 
Harris, David Lipscomb, M. S, Valentine, George Crutch-
field and others. All those in favor of euch meeting were 
requested to send their names into w. A. Talley, secretary. 131 
In reply to this, Fontaine had a letter published 
stating that he felt no need for such a meeting, as the 
majority still favored the transportation contract with 
the R. F- and P. Railroad Company. 132 
XXI EARLY DESIRES FOR EXTENSION WESTWARD 
Great interest was shown 1n the westward extension 
during these months ·. ~t a meeting of a port,ion of the stock-
holders at Hanover Courthouse, October 7, 1846, J.M. Shep-
herd, William D. Winsto n , and D. F. Darracott were chosen 
to attend a meeting at Staunton, Virgi nia, for the purpcee 
or discussing extension. 133 Out in Bath County, delegates 
were chosen for the same meeting. 134 J. K. Pendleton, 
Elisha Melton, and Philip H. Jones were the delegates 
chosen to attend the meeting of the etockholdero at Louisa 
131. "A Stockholder", Ibid,, Aug. 21, 1846. 
132. Letter of E. Fontaine, pres., Ibid., Aug. 26, 1846. 
133. Report of Charles Thompson, sect 1y., Ibid., Oc.tt-10, 
134. Report. Qf John Brockenbrough, sect•y ·., Ibid.,- Oct. 
13, 1846. ,..,. 
1846. 
Courthouse. 135 
At the Staunton Convention, the delegates expressed 
the desire that the proposed road would not be extended 
to Paynes's Run from Stanardsville, but if such a route 
was taken, they felt the people of that · section would 
take little interest 1n it. 136 
On March 8, 1847, an act was passed by t he legislature 
p~ovldtng for an increase of capital by $250,000 1n order 
th a t the road might be extended to the eastern bas e of 
the Blue Ridg~, Thia was to be made with regard to further 
extension westward. The Board of Public Works would sub-
scribe to part of the stock, in the same manner as formerly. 137 
XXII THE R. F. AND P. RAILWAY CO. CONTRACT SET ASIDE 
After much debate, the Louisa Railroad Company de-
cided to do its own transportation.The contract with the 
R. F· and P. Railway Company therefore ·.was ..:set· •aside, July 
1, 1847, and from then on the Louisa Company carried on 
its own transportation.138 
.XXIII CONTROVERSY OVER WESTTARD EXTENSION 
A big problem arose as to which route a·hould be taken 
westward. One of these routes lay through Powell's Gap, 
135. Rep'.'>rt of Cleyton Cole'lla.n, s_ect 'y., Ibid., · Oct. 21, 1846. 
136. Richmond Inquirer, Nov. 7, 1846. 
137. Charter of t he Louis a Railroad Compani, p. 27. 
138. Nelson, £.E.!. cit., P• 128. 
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the other lay through Albemarle County. In August 1847, 
surveyors were busy surveying the latter, commonly referred 
to as the southern r~ute. Nearly $50,000 had been subscribed 
by the people of that section. The people of Green and Rock-
ingham Counties were subscribing 1n increasing amounts as 
well. Each group was working hard to secure .the railroad 
for their se ·ction. 139 
A special meeting of the stockholders was called to 
find out whether they were in favor of the proposed exten-
sion to the eastern base of the Blue Ridge; This meeting 
was to be held September 23, at Louisa Courthouse. 140 
Four objectives would be realized, a citizen of Albe- . 
marle County sadd, by taking the southern route, namely, 
(l) accommodation of the trade of the Valley of Virginia, 
(2) facility and economy in the mountain approach, (3) 
facility and economy in the crossing of the mountains, and 
(4) ultimate extension of the road westward would be accom-
plished best by thts route. 141 Many letters were written 
and frequent ~eetings were held by both groups endeavoring 
to win support for their particular route. 
A meeting about this ti~e, of which General William 
Lambert was chairman, was held 1n Richmo~d to . discuss the 
extension. Six gentlemen were appointed to wait upon the 
139. 
140. 
141. 
Report of Thomas T. Chandler, treas., Richmond 
Inquirer, Aug. 4, 1847-
Ibid. . 
"Albemarle," Ibid., Aug. 20, 1847. 
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stockhold .ers in order to pursuade them to vote in favor 
.of the r oute thr '.)ugh Powell's Ga.p. 142 An editorial of 
the Richmond Inquirer said of this meeting, "we ~ave rarely 
seen the popular current run so high on any question, as 
it seemed to run on Tuesday night in favor of the northern 
route • " 14 3 
The following reasons were given in a letter addressed 
to the stockholders by one in favor .of the southern route: 
"by takinp; that route, every mile of extension will add 
immediately to the productiveness of the whole- line of i l'Il'.-. 
provement. When the road reaches Rockfish Gap, that poi.nt 
will become the center toward which all the track and 
travel of a large district of country will move - - - -
Augusta, Rockb~idge, Rockingham, Bath, Pendleton, Poca-
hontas, Randolph will all contribute their quotas to swell 
the tonnage and aug ment the travel of the whole road. When 
the time comes for tunneling the mountains, too, everyone 
acquainted with the relative merits of Powell's Gap and 
Rockflsh must concede that the latter can be approached 
and penetrated at much smaller cost than the for:ner. (By 
taking the southern route) you observe the happy medium 
between the Baltimore road on t he one hatid ::.and ,!the ::.-James 
River on the other. By taking this route, you enlarge the 
gap between the line of the railro ad and Winchester, so 
142. Rich~ond Inquirer, Sept. 10, 1847. 
143 . .!£1£. 
L 
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as greatly to diminish the hazard of having trade and 
travel diverted down the valley. "144 
w. A. Kuper, the Chief Engineer -Of the Louisa Rail• 
road, who lived for many years at Frederick:s Hall., made 
surveys of both routes. · In his report bo the atockholdere, 
he favored the southern route although the extension to 
Powell's Gap would cost less. He said, if they should de-
cide on the latter route, it would found to be steep, the 
mountains requiring too much detouring. The other points 
brought out were very similar to the ones already mentioned 
in this paper. In closing his report, he said the follow!ng: 
Let ~e add in conclusion, that yourroad is to 
occupy a prominent position in the scale of pub-
lic improvements, and ts destined to effect a 
complete revolution in the prosperity of Virginia, 
in developing ite agricultural and mining wealth, 
and in community of feeling and interests uniting 
the two grand divisions of the state.145 
Arter the report, the spirits -of the Richmonders 
were dampened toward subscribing to either route, for the 
~ajor1ty of those interested who lived in Ricp.mond were 
in favor of the Powell's Gap route. 146 
Other surveys were made of the same routes by Col. 
Claudius Crozet and others. 147 Col. Crozet was to play 
144. ttRockfish," Ibid., Sept. S, 1847. 
145. Report of W. A Kuper, C. E., Ibid., Sept 13, 1847. 
146. Richmond Inquirer, Sent. 22, 1847. 
147. Ibid. 
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an important part in the affairs of the railroad in yearrs 
to come. He rendered valuable services to . this s~ate in 
many ways. His home was located near.Fredericks Hal1. 148 
At a meeting held in Richmond, September 20, addit-
ional subscriptions were secured for the Powell's Gap route 
to the amount of ~24,ooo. A Mr. Chrisman s-poke indicating 
the discrepancies in the various surveys . and criticizing 
sharply W. A. Kuper' s report •149 
XXIV THE STOCKHOLDERS' DEXJISION 
The stockholders, in th~ir special September meet1~, 
voted in favor of the southern _ route by a vote of 1,048 
to 78, after an animated and interesting discussion. The 
session lasted two days and the vote was taken at twelve-
thirty, Saturday night.150 The people of Richmond were 
very much taken back as a result of this. 
Contracts were let during October and November for 
bridging, masonary, superstructure, depots for fourtean 
miles of the line beyond Gor~onaville, which was to be 
completed by July 1848.151 
The directors, in a meeting November 1847, reso11l.8d 
to issue bonds to the stockholders for ten per cent on 
their aha.res of net receipts invested in stock for doin~ 
148. Nelson,~ cit., p. 74. 
149. Richmond Inquirer, Sept. 22, 1842. 
15(). Ibid., Sept. 28, 1849. 
151. RepJrt of W. A. Kuper, C. E., Ibid., Oct. 25, 18/17. 
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transr.,orta.tion, payable November 1, 1S52. 1B2/ 
Y:/:-J THE MANDAMUS NISI CASE 
The Board of Publ i c Works refused to subscribe to 
the stock of the company, issued for the westward extens-
ion, on the grounds that they des i red to know more about 
the route. The stockholders of the cent,ral. and western 
part of the state felt that the R1chmonders were arrayed 
against them due to their unfavorable attitude towards the 
southern route. 153 
This resulted 1n the Mandamus Nlsi Case of the Lou1BB 
Railroad Company against the Board of Public Works, which 
came before Judge Nicholas in the Circuit Court of this 
district. John R. Cooke was Counselor for the Board of 
Public Works and Messrs Patton and Lyons were the Counsel 
for the Louisa Railroad Company. 154 In the decision, the 
following propositions were conceded: The Writ of Mandamus 
was not the ?roper remedy for the wrong supposed by the 
petitioner and before the Board of Public Works could with-
hold the subscriptions it must prove or have reason to 
believe that private subscriptions were being withheld. 
The Board of Public Works was required to subscribe to the 
stock of the company.155 
152. Report of Chas. Thompson, sect'y., Ibid., Nov. 16, 1847. 
153. Letter of E. Fontaine, pres., Ibid., Nov. 24, 1847. 
154. Ibid., Dec. 21, 1847. 
155• Ibid., Dec. 29, 1847. 
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XXVI THE POWELL'S GAP EXTENSION 
During the session of the legislature of 1847-48, a 
b111 was introduced which proposed 1n specific terms to 
extend the railroad to Powell's Gap. 156 On March 24, 1848, 
the bill was passed whi ch provided that the capital of the 
commny should be 1nce-~eased by $250,000 for the purpose of 
extending the road from Gordonsville through Greene . County, 
along the ridge dividing the watera -ot · the Rapidan and Ri-
v:anna Rivers to Harrisonburg. The Board of Publtc Works was 
to subscribe the stock in the same manner as forrnerly. 157 
XXVII EXTENSION TO THE RICHMOND OCKS 
Many of the stockholders desired the extension of 
the railroad to the Richmond docks _,i for they were tired of 
being a tributary to the R. F· and P. · Railway. A bill in-
troduced into the legislature to that effect found little 
.. 
favor ~at ttrst. ·,It -·wa.s::,argued that the Louisa Railroad 
Company had been given a charter with just as many rights 
granted as the R. F. and P. Railroad Company. The rates 
demanded from the Louisa Company by the R. F. and P. Rail-
road to carry the freight and passengers from Doswell to 
the city docks were thought to be too high. Others felt tlffit 
156. Ibid., Dec. 11, 1847. 
157. Charter of the Louisa Railroad Company, p. 28. 
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Richmond needed more than one railroad entering her 
bounds. 158 
An act of the legislature passed March 27, 1848 au-
thorized a stock increase of $200,000 in order that the 
extension to the docks might be made. The same rates were 
to be charged on this section, after it was compl eted, 
that were being charged on the other portion of the rail-
road.159 
XXVIII THE R. F. AND P. RAILROAD CO• V. LOUISA RAILROAD CO. 
The R. F. a.nd P. Rail:road Company strenuously opposed 
such extension. Many were the articles written pro and con 
on the subject. The R. F. and P. Railroad Co. was not to 
be appeased, however. The case was appealed before _ the 
state supreme court, which declared that the Louisa Rail-
road Company. had the right to extend its tracks eastward. 
The bill, r,h1ch en.1o1ned the courts to stop the Louisa Rail-
road Company, insisted that the act was inconeistant with 
the previous grant to the R. F. and P. Railroad Co, and that 
it impaired the obltgation of the contract with them. The 
R. F. and P. Railraad Co. requested that the respondents 
be en.1o1.ned from entering on the lands condemned for their 
use, from further building of the roads towards Richmond, 
and from carrying passengers, freights and mails on such 
158. Richmond Inquirer, Mar. 9, 1848. 
159. Charter or the Louisa Railroad Company, p. 29. 
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a road as might be constructed between the Junction and 
Richmond. The respondents denied that the act violated the 
Bill of Rights of the Constitution and that it was not 
their purpose to in~ade any rights or privilegee of the 
R. F- and P. Railroad Co. by the manner in which they 
would use their road if they were permitted to construct 
such. The Supreme Court of Virginia declared that the 
privilege or the monopoly guaranteed to the R. F. and P. 
Railroad Co. by the thirty-eighth section of the act of 
incorporation was that of trane?Orting passengers between 
Richmond and Washington, but that the legislature did not 
part with the power to authorize the construction of rail-
roads between Richmond and Fredericksburg for other purposes. 
Secondly, a grant of a franchise to one co~pany to construct 
a railroad or canal 1s ·not infringed by authorizing another 
railroad or canal to be laid across it. Thirdly, if the Louisa 
Railroad C_ompany should use the new section of its railroad 
to violate the thirty-eighth section, then the R. F- and P. 
Railroad Co • . would have their rights under the law. The case 
was taken before the Supreme Court of the United States dur-
ing the Dece-nber ter _m of 1851. The judgement of the. lower 
court was confirmed which gave the Louisa Railroad Company 
the right to construct such a road to the docks at Richmond. 
The majority opinion was handed down by Justice Grier. Jus-
tices McLean, Wayne and Curtis rendered a dissenting opinion. 160 
56. 
XXIX FURTHER EXTENSIONS 
Sealed pro posals were to be had, during April 1848 
at the engineers office at Charlottesville for the super-
structure, graduation, and masonry on the extension to 
Charlottesv1lle. 161 
On August 14, 1848, the railroad was completed to 
Cobha~ and in December to Roger's M111. 162 
An act of the legislature, passed March 5, 1849, pro-
vided for further extension to a point near Waynesboro. This 
was to be accepted within twelve months or another company 
would be cha~tered for that purpose. It was accepted.163 
Charles Tho~pson, treasurer, demanded more money to 
be paid in by the subscribers of both the eastern and western 
extension, 1n May of 1849. 164 
The extension to Shadwell, Virginia was completed May 
1, 1849, T. J. Randolph being the contractor for this eec-
t~on.165 Very soon afterwards, there was a demand for stone-
cutters and masons for the bmilding of bridges on the ex-
tension to Charlottesville.166 
At the eastern end, proposals were to be had for build-
160. 13 , .. Howard, p. 71-
161. Report ·of w. A. Ku)'.)8r, C. E-. R1ch:nond Inqu i rer, April 
11, 1848. 
162. Nelson, op. ~it., p. 124-5- . 
163. Charter of theLouisa Railroad Comna11:£, p. 31. 
164. Rl:an-nond~Ingutre&j SMay 4, 1849. 
165. Ibid., Mny 15, 1849. 
166. Report of w. A. Kuper, C. E., Ibid., June 1, 1849. 
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ing a depot in Richmond between Broad and Gr~ce Streets. 167 
After July 1, 1849, it was announced that the freight 
charges on the railroad would be settled separately between 
Richmond and the Junction ·. Freight charges on all freight 
or property of any kind in transport from Richmond would 
be paid at the depot by the sender before the articles 
were taken away. Freight charges would be paid in Rich-
mond by the consigner to the agent on the following arti-
cles sent to Richmond: wheat, oats, corn,connmeal, bacon, 
butter, apples, yarn, tobacco, lard, pig iron, beef, pork, 
and lumber of all kinds. The company declared it was to 
charge the same rates as were given on the last table of 
rates of the R. F. and p. Railroad Schedule. 168 
John Garrett was chosen .secretary and treasurer of 
the company at the annual stockholders meeting in June 
1849.169 
XXX· THE ACT OF FEBRUAR1 2, 185() 
On February 2, 1850, an act of the legislature changed 
the name of the company to the Virginia Central Railroad. 
The authorites of Virginia had been satisfied that the 
desttny of the railroad was different than was first ant1-
c1pa.ted.l7O 
167- Ibid., June 5, 1849. 
168. Ibid., June 29, 1849. 
169. Report of John Garrett, sect'y., Ibid., July 31, 1849. 
170. Nelson, on. ~' p. 7 • 
58. 
The railroad had a mileage of 64.6 , by February 1850. 171 
The receipts totaled in September of that year $91,076.83 ' 
while for the corresponding period in 1849, they were only 
~77,730.84. The road had not been completed to the docks, 
as yet. 172 
XXI THE SIXTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT 
The following memorandum was included in the sixteenth 
annual re:90rt of the president and directors to the stock-
holders at their annual meeting in October 1850. It was a 
r~ port of the equipment they possessed in that year, which 
was as follows: 
8 locomotives 
5 passenger coaches 
3 baggage care 
100 four-wheel freight oars 
23 eight-wheel freight cars 
16 hand oars 
2 stationary looomotivea.173 
Thus this railroad which had been started by the peo-
ple of Louisa had spread far out, being destined to become 
one of the foremost railroads in the state. When the Civil 
War broke out the railroad had been extended to Jackson's 
River, ten miles west of what is now Clifton Forge. Here, 
171. Ibid., p. 124. 
172. Sixteenth Annual Rep 'lrt of the President and Direc-
tors of the Vir5inia.Central Railroad Comoony to the 
Stockiw'icfers, p. 17. 
173. Ibid., p. 19. 
59. 
it stopped until the close of the war. 174 
During the war, the Virginia Central Railroad rendered 
great service in bringing supplies from the Valley of Vir-
ginia for the southern armies. The men who captured John 
Brown traveled over it. Jackson and his men traveled over 
it on a number of occasions.Portions of ihe track were de-
stroyed by the ra i ds of Stoneman and Sheridan. 175 During 
the whole of the war, it remained fairly intact, at least, 
until 1865 when 1t was almost entirely dismantled. In i865, 
the rolling stock had been sequestered, brid ges destroyed 
and the treasury depleted. 176 It was rebuilt after the 
war and in 1878 was absorbed by the Chesapeake and Ohio 
System.177 
XXXII CONCUJSION 
In conclusion, let us get some idea of the value of 
the railroad to the counties through which it ran. B. M. 
Jones, a civil engineer of that ueriod, in : a long report 
shows that land in any of those counties affected increased 
in value. Land in Louisa County was valued at $11.08 per 
acre which showed an increase over land in counties of 
174. 
175. 
176-
177. 
Nelson, James P., The Real i zation of the Dream of 
George Wash ington, the Surveyor ontheBanks Q! the 
Kanawka. 
Harris, op. cit., 
Nelson, op. cit., 
Morton, op. cit., 
pp. 147-8. 
p. 13 • 
p. 361. 
60. 
1838;50. This noticeable d i fference was partly due to th~ 
better means of tr a nsportation provided in these Virginia 
Counties.178 The population of Louisa County increased 
by twelve per cent during this same period while in the 
decade before it had suffered a loss of three per cent. 179 
The tobacco and wheat crops about doubled in the vicinity 
of Louisa Courthouse, after the construction of the rail-
road.180 Thus one may get a glimpse of the important part 
the Louisa Railroad played in the life of Virginia during 
the period 1836-50. 
178. B. M. Jones, Railroads: Considered in Regard to 
their Effects UEOn the Value of the Land, n. 15. 
179. ThM., P• 46. - - -- -- . 
180. Ibid., PP• 96-7. 
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1. The graves of Fx:-edertck 
Harris and his wife at 
Fredericks Hall. 
2. The home of Frederick 
Harris as it looks today. 
3- The Chesapeake and Ohio 
Railroad dep~t at Fredericks 
Hall near the e;.)Ot where 
the opening of the Louisa 
Rairoad took place on 
December 20, 1837-
